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THE ROAD BACK HOME 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Luke 10:25-37 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I 

do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you 

read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 

neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, 

and you will live.” 

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 

replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among 

robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 

31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he 

passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and 

saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 

where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and 

bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and 

brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two 

denarii[a] and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever 

more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you 

think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, 

“The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 
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If you drive down the old Highway 1 in Louisiana into the town of Leeville, you will 

eventually hit water. Located south of New Orleans, the town of Leeville sits alongside 

Bayou Lafourche, surrounded by water. Leeville was once surrounded by land. Where 

Cajun people have been living for more than 200 years. Growing cotton and rice, 

fishing for shrimp and crab. To them, it is home. It is the home of Cajun culture and the 

Cajun way of life. But their home is slowly going under water and their way of life with 

it. The marshlands south of New Orleans are disappearing into the Gulf at the rate of 

100 yards every hour. Hurricanes have taken a toll. The oil industry has had an effect. 

Plus levees on the Mississippi River prevent the river from flooding and washing its mud 

up onto the banks of the marshlands. Instead of building up, the marshlands are 

eroding. In another generation all of Leeville will be flooded. Folks that have lived 

there all their lives are already moving into towns farther up the bayou. A new 

highway now bypasses Leeville on its way out to Grand Isle. The old highway through 

Leeville ends at water, submerged by water. Those who once lived there may want to 

return home, but what road will take them there?  

 

The desire to return home is a common one. A priest and a Levite are on the road 

returning home. “Going down the road,” Jesus says. That road goes down to Jericho, 

at sea level. In the other direction, that road goes up to Jerusalem at elevation 1,000 

feet. The priest and the Levite have just given their annual two weeks service at the 

Temple in Jerusalem. So, going down the road now, away from Jerusalem, they’re 

returning home. In a story that Jesus told to a man who desired to return home. He 

asked Jesus what he needed to do to inherit eternal life. Eternal life. Being home with 

the Lord… in the kingdom of God and in the new creation. He wants to know the way 

back home. The way to the Garden of Eden with its tree of life. He desires to return 

home.  

 

It is a common desire. Folks in many situations want to return home. The patient in the 

hospital, even though very ill, is impatient to return home. The soldier stationed 

overseas can’t wait to go back home. They have in mind a physical address. But there 

is also the wish to return home. The dying may speak of going home. The living also 

yearn for that place of peace and safety, of love and loved ones, where everything is 

as it should be.  
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There is no place like that on this side of death; it’s a home on the other side of the 

grave. That’s what this lawyer was talking about when he asked about eternal life. This 

lawyer, this expert in God’s laws wanted to know what road would get him home to 

that place of perfect peace and safety, where there is no evil. Jesus said to him, “You 

know the road there. You know the Commandments of God.” So, the man recited the 

condensed, 5-second version of the Commandments: Love God and love your 

neighbor. And Jesus said, “You got it.”  

 

But this man, this lawyer, knew that if you take that road on the journey of life, the road 

of loving God and loving your neighbor, the road of returning home, it’s not an easy 

road. It’s no easier than the road into Leeville slowly going under water. It’s no easier 

than the road to Jericho with its twists and turns and hills and valleys where robbers 

can hide. This lawyer knew that the road home is not easy if it involves loving your 

enemies and turning the other cheek after someone has already harmed you. And so, 

bound and determined to go down that road and reach home, he asked Jesus, “By 

the way, who is my neighbor?” Surely, it does not include those people or those 

circumstances. 

 

But into the most unlikely and inconvenient circumstances, where you would never 

expect Him to be, is where God comes. There is a Greek word for that, sugkuria. It’s 

translated here in verse 31 as “by chance.” By chance a priest is going down the 

same road where a man has been left beaten and half dead. By chance? Not a 

good translation. Sugkuria is more like the joining of two roads. Because God has an 

uncanny knack for crossing our path with that of someone in need at the most unlikely 

and inconvenient of circumstances. Now, that’s sugkuria. But at the time can you see 

God’s hand in it? Do you recognize your neighbor and successfully love him/her in 

those most unlikely and inconvenient of circumstances?  

 

Like when your little one comes to your bedside at 2:00 in the morning and says, “Dad, 

I had a bad dream.” At that moment can you see God’s hand in it? That at that 

moment your child has become your neighbor, not merely an inconvenience?  
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Or, when you’re just about to sit down to dinner and the phone rings. It’s a friend 

whose car has broken down, asking you for a ride? At that inconvenient moment, can 

you see God’s hand in it? But not only are the circumstances inconvenient for this 

priest and this Levite who just want to get home, there is potential danger in helping 

this half dead man. The robbers may be laying in ambush for the person who stops to 

help him. Today we are faced with the issue of Syrian refugees. If we let them 

immigrate, not only will they need lots of help, there may be danger in allowing them 

into our country. Does God intend for us to help them anyway? Is the refugee crisis 

another sugkuria from God?  

 

The road home, the road of loving God and our neighbor is not an easy one. Who our 

neighbor is – is often hidden from us by the darkness inside. The darkness that keeps us 

from putting ourselves in the other person’s shoes. The darkness that keeps us from 

seeing things from the point of view of the frightened child, the friend stranded by the 

road, the refugee living in a tent. The darkness inside us keeps us from seeing that on 

the road of loving God and our neighbor we are the one lying in the ditch, half dead, 

never making it home.  

 

The way out of darkness, the way back home is through the God who comes where 

we least expect Him to be in the most unlikely and inconvenient of circumstances. A 

Samaritan. God comes to rescue us like a Samaritan. In this parable, this story, this 

theatre play, for the role of Jesus, Jesus chooses a Samaritan. A group of people 

rejected by the Jews as half-breeds and distorters of God’s Word. Not considered by 

the Jews to be one’s neighbor but expected to be the kind of person who if he found 

you half dead on the side of the road he would gladly take care of the other half. 

Jesus compares Himself to a Samaritan. That God would come into this world as 

rejected and as hated as a Samaritan is the most unexpected thing we can imagine. 

But that’s what happened. Jesus was rejected by his hometown Nazareth. Rejected 

by the Galilean cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. Rejected by the 

Samaritan village we read about in the Gospel reading two weeks ago. Then, came 

His rejection by Jerusalem. Where He was considered an enemy of the state. The man 

rescued in this parable is rescued by an enemy of the state. Because that’s what God 

does. He rescues His enemies.  
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God wanted us to know that no human being was beyond His mercy. Not even those 

who fail to recognize their neighbor or who fail to recognize a God-given opportunity 

to help someone. God put Himself in our shoes, even put Himself in the shoes of a 

hated and rejected enemy, and in those most unlikely and inconvenient of 

circumstances of being treated as an enemy, nailed to a cross, Jesus said of His 

enemies, “Father forgive them.”  

 

To let us know He helps anyone. He sees you in your darkness, has compassion on you, 

binds up your wounds, and places you upon Himself and carries you down the road. 

The way back home is on the back of Jesus.  

 

The way out of your darkness, the way towards putting yourself in the shoes of others is 

the healing that Jesus provides along the road. By showing us the darkness inside of us 

so that we’re able to confess it. By touching our wounds to remind us they’re real. So 

that we lean on Him who binds our wounds, so that rely on His love and forgiveness 

and mercy. That gradually heals our thinking. From calculating who is your neighbor, to 

considering who are you a neighbor to. To whom is God calling you to be a neighbor, 

even perhaps an enemy? To whom is God calling you to be a neighbor as a direct 

result of the One who became a Neighbor to you upon a cross, though it cost Him 

everything.   

 

Amen 

 


